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To THE 


YOUNGER STUDENTS 


Two UNIVERSITIES; 


THESE DISCOURSES, 


Upon the Excellency of the EDucarTy 0 N 
there afforded 0” 


: | And 
The "TM a E of a willing C 8 


formity to its D1SCIPLINE; 


' Preach'd and Publiſh'd in 0 to contribute, in one 
Degree, towards guarding them againſt the faſhionable 
Prevalence of Irreligion, Prophaneneſs, and Impiety, and 
the conſequent Diſregard to the Authority of the juſt 
Government and happy Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, 
the fatal Effects of which are now fo ſenſibly experienc'd; | 


Are moſt humbly inſcrib'd „ and earneſtly recommended : 
do their Conſideration, by 


Their moſt affectionate Friend, 
and humble Servant, 


JohN Dar ro. 
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| SERMON I 


PrRoveRss IX. I. 
Wiſdom hath builded her Houſe. 


5 HE Words, from which I have choſen to diſ- 
8 courſe to you, are part of that general Ex- 


hortation to the Love of Wiſdom, which the 
wiſeſt of Men has prefix d, in the nine firſt 


Chapters, to thoſe his more particular Inſtructions, which 


properly come under the Denomination of his Proverbs. 


Throughout that Exhortation, ſometimes in his own Per- 


| fon, and (left that ſhould not prove important enough to 
gain Attention) often in the Perſon of Wiſdom herſelf, he 
recommends to all Men the Love and Study of all Know- 


| ledge, divine and human: And that, by ſuch a rich va- 
riety of Arguments, and an Eloquence ſo truly divine, that 


whoever reads them with due Attention, will be ready to 
joyn with the Son of Sirach, and fay of their great Author, 
How wiſe waſt thou in thy Youth, as a Flood filled with Un- 
derflanding ! Eccleſ. xlvii. 14. For when we conſider the 
profound Depth, the heavenly Sublimity, and affecting Pa- 
thos, with which he repreſents Wiſdom, as declaring her 
own Eternity and Omnipreſence, her intrinſick Charms 
and invaluable Rewards, and appealing to every Part of the 
Univerſe, to teſtify the Truth of her Declaration, we ſhould 
from thence imagine that he had exhauſted all the Powers 
of Eloquence in her Cauſe, -- Yet again, in the Words of 
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my Text, and the five following Verſes, he repreſents her 
in a new Light, and if not under as awful, yet under an 
equally amiable and gracious Character. She here chuſes 
her Palace, or chief Place of Reſidence, furniſhes her Table, 
proclaims her Feſtival, and, with unconfin'd Hoſpitality, 


ſends forth her Minifters, to invite All who are willing to 


partake of her Feaſt. * 
That this general Invitation is well dey the moſt 


_ grateful Acceptance of all Men, but that ſuch Acceptance 
is more eſpecially the Duty of Chriſtians, might be ſhewn 


by many Arguments, drawn from the Frame of human 


Nature, and the high Calling of our common Chriſtianity. 


And indeed, ſuch Conſiderations naturally claim the firſt 
Place in our Minds, upon moſt Occafions. -- But, as ge- 


neral Arguments are always leſs affecting than Particulars. 
and as the Enjoyment of peculiar Advantages and Oppor- 


tunities for the Performance of a Duty, induces peculiar 
Obligations to it; ſo it rather ſeems incumbent upon me 


at preſent, in this Place, and before this Aſſembly, which 
Providence has ſo particularly bleſs d with the Poſſeſſion 


of theſe Advantages, to endeavour to bring the Buſineſs 
more immediately Home to our own Boſoms, by explain- - 
ing the peculiar Obligations which we of this Place are 
under to accept of this Invitation of Wiſdom. - 
And theſe AS ariſe 


* Firſt, From our particular Vocation as Scholars, or Per- 
ſons who have devoted themſelves to the Acquirement 
and Communication of Learking and Knowledge. 


* For a full and critical Account of the various Inter retations of theſe ſix Ves. 
ſes, and the parallel Paſſages in ancient Authors, ſee the ingenious Mr Merrick's 


Hi econdly, a 


learned Diſſertation on "_— printed at Oxford, 1744. 
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Secondly, From the Juſtice and Gratitude due' to our 
pious Founders and Benefactors from us, as Members 


of this Society. 


Thirdly and Lafily, Both of cheſe Contideratitin may ' 
again inforced by that of the peculiar Circumſtances 

and Situation, in which we are placed, either as the 
Diſpenſers or Receivers of 5 in the preſent 
Age. 


Hur then, We are obliged to accept the Invitation of 


' Wiſdom, as Scholars; that is, as Perſons, who have early 
ſeparated themſelves from the World of buſy Care and 
vain Pleaſure, to devote that Leiſure, which they above 


all Men thence enjoy, to Learning, or the Knowledge of 


various and important Matters, tranſcending the vulgar Ap- 
prehenſion, and only. to be acquir'd by Study and Con- 
templation. -- Delightful and glorious Employment indeed, 
moſt grateful to and moſt worthy of intellectual Beings and 
Heirs of Eternity! -- Not chain'd down to Earth, to toil 
- continually, for the Gratification of the low ad ſordid 
Ahppetites of the Body; not confin'd to a dull Round of 
trifling and inſignificant Affairs, which always weary, but 


never truly exerciſe the Mind; not dazzled by glittering, 


but empty Pomp, which ſerves only to make the Head 


| giddy, without ever ſatisfying the Heart; the Scholar, if 


he. forgets not his Calling, will find his Labout, his Buſi- 
neſs, his Honour, and his Glory, in the calm and quiet 
Contemplation of the moſt important and delightful Truths: 
Truths, which regulate and purify his Paſſions, exalt his 
Reaſon, and "_— the boundleſs Ambition of the Soul, 
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0 offering to him, as his intellectual Dominions, the vaſt 
ange of univerſal Nature, -- Uninterrupted by the Strifes 


| and Tumults of the contentious World, and undiverted 

E by the vain Purſuit of fluttering, fugitive, or at beſt pain- 

fully-ending Pleaſures ; his Employment is, firſt to liſten 

| himſelf attentively to the ſtill voice of Wiſdom ; and then 

faithfully to declare her Will to other Men, who are all 

equally her Subjects, tho' not admitted to her immediate 

Preſence. -- He is not therefore to conſider himſelf as the 

ſole Object of her Favour, or admitted like a wanton Mi- 

= nion to theſe high Privileges only for the Gratification of 

his own narrow and ſelfiſh Intereſt or Vanity; but, that 

he may be to Others, what, in the ſupreme Government 

1 of the Univerſe, the bleſſed Angels are to Men, a Mini- 

| ftring Spirit, ever ready to diſpenſe her Treaſures of Know- 

ledge and Underſtanding ; to inſpire her Subjects with a 

| |  Reverence for her Laws; to ſubdue her greateſt Foes, Ig- 

norance and Folly; and, in a Word, to be to all, who 

are enlighten'd by her Preſence, a Lanthorn to their Feet, 

\ and a Light unto their Paths, Plal.cxix.105. For the Mul- 

| ' titude of the Wiſe are the Welfare of the World, Wild. 

| Vl, 4. = | %%% 2113.1 5 

| And as the Promotion of that general Welfare is the 
indiſpenſable Duty of their Station; ſo ſhould it alſo be 
ever eſteem'd by them, above all other worldly Advan- 
tages and Honours, their ſupreme Happineſs and Glory. -- | 
That it really is ſo, I cannot doubt; but may ſafely appeal 

to the Conſciences of thoſe who now hear me, both the 
faithful and prudent Diſpenſers of Wiſdom, and the ſtu- 
dious and grateful Receivers of it, for the Truth of what 

they there feel, ſo much better than Words can deſcribe. 

Theſe 


Tad 


Theſe Motives will be greatly inforced, if we adder 
the Condition the Neglect of is Duty wall here re- 
| duce us to. -- The Man of Sloth js an Object of great Con- 

- tempt, wherever he is placed; but he is moſt contempti- : 
ble in a Station where Inde and Ignorance are moſt 
inexcuſable, and leaſt to be expected: Where Freedom 
from worldly and domeſtick Cares, where the moſt lovely 


and engaging Solitude, where paſt and preſent Exam les, - 


all unite in exciting the Soul. to exert its nobleſt Faculties. 
In ſuch a Place, and with ſuch Opportunities, it requires 
ſome Study and Care not to be induſtrious: A Man muſt 
take great Pains to get rid of the Activity and Emulation 
of his Mind, and its natural Appetite for Knowledge. 
Indeed, when: Indolence becomes confirm'd by Habit, and 
improv'd by Spleen, -when Day after Day, and Year after 
Lear, have roll'd on, in a ſenſeleſs round of unthinking 
Tranquility and unimproving Amuſements, and the Prime 
and Vigour of Life is already paſt, it then becomes no 
difficult Matter to prevent Thought and Reflection; the 
Mind, by Degrees, will fink into an Apathy for Science ; 
and grow perfectly pleas'd with her lazy Companion, a 
pamper'd Body, ſwell'd with Luxury, and enervated with 

Eaſe. She will be content then to be wholly employ'd, 
in removing it to its ſtated Places of Exiſtence, and in 
providing for it the. daily Neceſſaries and Comforts of its 
Being. The few familiar Objects, which accidentally fall 
within her Sphere of Inactivity, will be her only Fund of 
Obſervation ; and the Man will walk at Leifure through 
Life, in theſe bleſt Habitations of Learning, enjoying an 
uninterrupted Sleep of Reaſon, an unenvy'd Repoſe, -- the 
Contempt of the . the Bane of incautious Vouth, 
| and 


L691 

and the Teſt and Ridicule, even of the Vulgar. --- An un- 
profitable Servant this, in Wiſdom's Houſe, where his Ta- 
lent might have been moſt improv'd ; a barren noiſome 
Weed in the pureſt and the richeſt Soil. 


Jam now come in the 8 l 


Second Place, to ſet before you the Motives to this Duty, 
which may be drawn from the Juſtice and Gratitude due 
to our pious Founders and Benefactors, from us, as Mem- 


bers of theſe Societies. 


And here give me Leave to toy; that the former Mo- 
tives, great and weighty as they are of themſelves, will, 
from hence, receive additional Force and Weight. --- Per- 
ſons of ſuch Societies have not only ſeparated themſelves 
from the diſtracting World of Care, for the calm and quiet 
Contemplation and Communication of Wiſdom, but are 
alſo here maintained and ſupported for that very Purpoſe. 
Me have, upon the moſt awful Terms, receiv'd from 
our Predeceſſors, and are bound to tranſmit faithfully to 
our Succeſſors, a Truſt of the higheſt Conſequence, not 
only to ourſelves, who enjoy it, but alſo to our Country, 
which has ſo long protected us in the Enjoyment of it. -- 
Can we then be guilty of ſuch Ingratitude, Treachery, and 
Folly, as ever thro' Pleaſure, Sloth, or Indolence, to be- 
tray it ? Was it for 'this, theſe "Ba theſe ſordid, theſe 
ſelfiſh Purpoſes, that the Bounty of our generous F ounders 
and Benefactors freed us from all the Uncertainties of For- 
tune, that diſtract with Hopes and Fears the Hearts of 
Others, and fenc'd us round in theſe ſecure and calm Re- 
treats, with ſuch ſolid and permanent Bleſſings ? Did they, 


100 their Bounty, make us independent, that we might 
make 


E 
make ourſelves uſeleſs? Did they give us one of the moſt 
Z honourable Places in Society, that, inſtead of being Mem- 


bers uſeful to its Support, we might grow, by Supineneſs 


and Sloth, to be its Incumbrances and Excreſcences, re- 
ceiving N ouriſhment from all, but returning it to- none? 
— Are theſe the Terms, upon which they bequeath'd us 
their Poſſeſſions? -- No: ſuch a Miſapplication of them 
would be juſtly deem'd a lawleſs Violation of their Wills; 
Ingratitude to our King and Country, to whoſe Service 
they devoted them; and, to our God and Saviour, to whoſe 
Glory they were conſecrated, Impie ty and Sacrilege. 


Thirdly and Laſtly, The fans Conſiderations are again 
inforced by that of our peculiar Circumſtances and Situa- 
tion, as the Diſpenſers, or Receivers of Education, in the 
_ preſent Age. 


An Age, ingenious indeed, and (as far as the Honour 
ol its Taſte of Morality, as a polite Art or Science is con- 
cern'd) fondly inquiſitive and curiouſly refining, in philo- 
ſophic Speculations and Reaſonings, about the Nature of 
Truth and Falſhood, the Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things, 
the Beauty of Virtue, and the Deformity of Vice, and the 
preſent Self-Complacency attending a moral Conduct; -- 
Subjects, we confeſs, well meriting our Attention, and ſuch 
as can never be too well explain'd or underſtood. --- But 
It is to be fear'd, that the Practice of Morality has been 
ſomewhat unhappily ſuſpended, while the various Diſputes 
about its Foundation have ſet friendly and concurring Prin- 
ciples at unnatural Variance with each other; and that the 
curious Doubts about fixing that F oundation have made 


almoſt all Sides agree in 2 to raiſe the Superſtructure. 
At 


[8] 


At leaſt it is certain, that ſometimes theſe miſtaken Wris 
ters, ſometimes their more miſtaken Readers, have been too 
apt to ſtop ſhort of the moſt important End in View, and 
reſt content with attaining (and that perhaps only in Spe- 
culation) a Moral, without ever once aſpiring to that high- 
eſt Happineſs and Glory of a rational and accountable Be- 
ing, a Religious Character. -- And what is yet worſe, there 
are many among us (and thoſe too of the beſt natural Diſ- 
_ poſitions) who being ſeduc'd by the Power of Prejudice 
and Faſhion, have of late grown, with moſt amazing In- 
_ conliſtency and unmanly Cowardice, aſham'd of Religion 
and Piety itſelf ; aſham'd of acting even virtuouſſy, from 
what they falſely call a mean and ſelfiſh Hope of the Fa- 
your, or a ſervile and ſuperſtitious Fear of the Juſtice of 
God: Many, who bluſh to have their beſt Actions im- 
puted to any Compliance with (what is the moſt folid - 
Foundation of Morality as well as Religion) the Will of 
their Maker; and much more, to any Regard for the 
written Law or Example of their gracious Lord and Sa- 
viour. As if there were any Occaſion for weakening the 
Juſt and legal Power of the unerring Will of God, or 
ſtrengthening the unjuſt and illegal Uſurpations of the way- 
ward Will of Man. --- It ſeems at leaſt (even in this diſ- 
Intereſted Ape!) a doubtful, if not a dangerous Manner of 
recommending Virtue to the Acceptance of Men, to rob 
her of her Dowry, even in Reverſion, and to inforce an 
Obedience to Laws, by diſclaiming, or at beſt overlooking, 
the Will of the Lawgiver. : 
But this is not all. For, from the licentious Abuſe of 
civil Liberty and free Enquiry, join'd to the Wantonneſs 
of Wealth and _— and a modith Imitation of the Le- 
"oy 


= 

vity, Infidelity, and Impiety, of doubly enſlav'd Foreigners, 
(without having their unhappy Excuſes for it) either a to- 
tal Indifference for the moſt valuable Part of Wiſdom, Re- 
ligion, or an open Mockery and Contempt of it, in thoſe 
who diſbelieve; or elſe, in thoſe who do believe, an un- 
chriſtian Fear of profeſſing it, or a wild enthuſiaſtick Zeal 
that diſhonours it, has now, by a general Contagion over- 
ſpread, in ſome Degree, almoſt all Ranks of this degene- 


rate Nation 


It did at firſt indeed, from various unhappy Defeats in 


their Education, chiefly infect that Part of it, which ſtill 
calls itſelf the Great and Polite World ; notwithſtanding 
thoſe ignoble Marks of its contrary Meanneſs and Barba- 


riſm. For ſuch, for all its Pride, Irreligion really is: ac- 
cording to the Obſervation of a wiſe and penetrating Au- 


thor *, © That they, who deny a God, deſtroy Man's No- 
« bility ; for certainly (ſays he) Man is of Kin to the Beaſts 
« by his Body, and if he be not of Kin to God by his Soul, 


« he is a baſe and ignoble Creature. But now, not only 


the Great and Noble, but alſo the very Vulgar themſelves, 
(who are always reſpectful enough to their Betters to imi- 
tate the worſt of their Conduct) have learnt to affect the 


fame noble Freedom of Thought and Action, the ſame 


Contempt of publick and eftabliſh'd Worſhip, the ſame 


Infidelity, Prophaneneſs, and Impiety, and the ſame witty 
Scorn of every Thing, that is pious, ſerious, or decent, --- 
Of all theſe Corruptions, Popery, the old inſidious Enemy 
of our civil and chriſtian Liberty, has not fail'd to take 
the Advantage; and that with ſuch amazing Succeſs for 
ſome Years paſt, as would, after our former Victories over 
ks * Sec Lord K's Eſſay on Atheiſm. 5 


* 


| 
| 
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it, have been next to impoſſible, if we ourſelves had not, 
with a Folly equal to our Wickedneſs, thus prepar d its 
Way; and thence again expoſed ourſelves, not to the vi- 
ſionary Dangers created by thoſe, who would ſeem afraid, 

where no Fear is, but to the real Danger of ſuch a com- 
plicated Slavery, as muſt, while we have in us the leaſt 
Remainder of the Spirit of Men or of Chriſtians, of Sub- 
jects under the mildeſt Government, or Preachers in the 
pureſt Church of the Chriſtian World, be view'd by us 
ieh Horror and Deteſtationndz. 
Dreadful Change indeed! From the moſt manly civil 
Liberty, to the moſt childiſh or rather brutal Slavery; 
from the free Exerciſe of the undefiled Religion of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, to the groſſeſt, antichriſtian, pagan Pollution 
of it; from being govern'd by the juſteſt and beſt of Pro- 
teſtant Princes, under a wiſely-limited Monarchy, to be 
blindly ſubjected to the lawleſs Will of a Conqueror, whoſe 
tendereſt Mercies muſt be the cruel Dictates of popiſh Bi- 
gotry ; from having been for Ages the Guardians and Pro- 
tectors of other Nations, to become, if conſenting, the Be- 
trayers and Deſtroyers of our own ; and laſtly, from ha- 
ving liv'd the happy Miniſters of the Goſpel in a Church 
eſtabliſh'd upon the gentleſt Laws of decent Order and 
Diſcipline, either to be dragg'd ourſelves to the Racks and. | 
Tortures of a mercileſs Inquiſition ; or, what would be 
ſtill worſe, to ſave an ignominious Life by ſubmitting to 
be made the barbarous Inſtruments of exercifing its Cruel- 
ber others. „ 9 
Now, if this be the Caſe of the preſent Age, (as I am 
afraid it will, upon Enquiry, appear to be) what can be 
found ſufficient to ſtem ſuch a mingled Torrent of Ini- 
quity, 
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= | 
quity, Madneſs, and Folly ? Can we have Recourſe to our 
ſalutary Laws and excellent Conſtitution ? -- Theſe alas 
by this general Depravatiou of Manners, and a wanton 


and profane Abuſe of that Freedom of Enquiry, which 


they ſo generally allow, are ungratefully made the Inftru- 
ments of deſtroying, by the wild Anarchy of Atheiſm and 


_ Infidelity, that Religion and Piety, which they were in- 


tended to preſerve from the Miſery of Tyranny and Su- 
perſtition. -— Shall we then implore the Legiſlature to 
ſtrengthen the Cauſe of Religion by new Laws? -- Alas, 
the Abuſe of the Old, and the general Difregard ſhewn 
by all Ranks to their moſt ſacred Sanctions, too plainly 
| foretel, what would be the Fate of any new ones! 
Shall we then enter the Liſts with the Champions: of Er- 
ror and Vice, and oppoſe to them (as ſeveral of you have 
worthily done) the ſtrongeſt Weapons of Wiſdom, Truth 
and Reaſon, genuine impartial Truth, evinc'd' by Reaſon, 
enlighten'd by Revelation? -— Alas, they who are really 
moſt intereſted in the Combat, are either wholly regard- 
leſs of it, and indifferent about the Event, or are already, 
by ſuperficial Thinking, but deep-rooted Practice, preju- 
dic'd in Favour of Libertiniſm and Infidelity | RT 
What then can Wiſdom herſelf offer, (if ſhe would ftill 
vouchſafe to lend us her Aſſiſtance) to fave us from far- 
ther Degeneracy, from impending Ruin ? -— That alone, 
which ſhe here offers, Education; Education alone, the 
ſober, diligent, and above all religious Education of the 
growing Youth : this may perhaps ſhame and reform the 
preſent, or at leaſt may preſerve untainted the future Gene- 
ration. — And who are moſt fit, as well as moſt obliged, 
co oppoſe this Barrier to our national Degeneracy ? * 
| | Li, 2 : but 


Es 
but they, who, being formed for their mutual Aſſiſtance 
into regular Societies, encourag'd by peculiar Powers and 
Privileges, governing themſelves by the beſt of Laws, and 
generally authoriz'd to it by the Sacredneſs of their Pro- 
feſſions, are, for this very Purpoſe, remov'd to a due Di- 
ſtance from the Torrent of Party-Rage, popular Prejudice, 
and faſhionable Errors; that by ſeaſonable Circumſpection, 
calm Prudence, and Chriſtian Fortitude, they may reſcue 
all, that are willing to be fav'd, from being overborn 
by it. | 1 8 

0 ſay, all who are willing: For unleſs you, the Vouth 
of this Place, who are the tender Objects of their Care, 
really are ſo, in vain have our pious Founders and Bene- 
factors beſtow'd, in vain may your faithful Teachers ap- 
ply to you, the Means of Wiſdom. --- Unleſs, with that 
modeſt Opinion of yourſelves, which is the Parent of youth- 
ful Induſtry, and with that plain Simplicity of Manners, 
and Singleneſs of Heart, which are the trueſt Ornaments 
of an Academick Life, you ſtill continue to improve the 
Talents committed to your Care; in vain, I ſay, have thoſe 
afforded you, in vain may theſe offer to you, the moſt 
happy Opportunities for ſuch Improvement. | 

If you can reſt contented with your preſent Attainments 
in previous Studies, whoſe ſole Value is that they are pre- 
paratory to others of higher Importance; if you can be 
ſatisfy d with bearing in your Hands the Keys of Know- 
ledge, without ever opening the Gate; If, inſtead of en- 
tering the fruitful and never- fading Paradiſe of Chriſtian 

* Mar ov of ariguny wvor, a na] muggdtrovs N Tay Sexy meagioy aA 
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Wiſdom, you can be ſtill pleas d with running the ſame 
narrow Round in the flowery Mazes of profane Wit; if, 
in ſhort, you can ſtop at the Means without ever attaining 
the End of Wiſdom, in vain have they given, in vain have | 
you receiv d, their Inſtruction. 
But may we not rather flatter ourſelves, FA you lege 
the bare Suſpicion of ſuch a Poſſibility, with a generous 
Indignation ? ? Ves; you muſt have already learnt, as well 
from their Example as their Precepts, that if you do not 
(as they have already done) with unweary d Induſtry, per- 
ſevere to the End of the Race, which is here ſet before 
you, it had been leſs diſhonourable for you, never to have 
enter d into it at all. You muſt now foreſee, that the Time 
will ſoon come, when you ought, in Juſtice and Gratitude, * 
to repay to others that Aſſiſtance, which you are now re- 
ceiving from them: When the ſeveral conſpi picuous Sta- 
tions and Profeſſions, which here or elſewhere await your 
riper Age, will, from your Ability or Inability to diſcharge 
them properly, reduce you to the unavoidable Alternative, 


of becoming the ſignal n either of publick Eſteem * 


or Contempt. 

We ſhall therefore now leave you with repeating this 
fingle Admonition ; that here, in theſe ancient and truly 
illuſtrious Seats of Piety and Learning, it is not her Hand- 
Maid, Wit, but Wiſdom herſelf, which hath builded her 
Houle: not vain Pagan Wit, but ſerious Chriſtian Wiſ⸗ 
dom ; not the fabulous Muſes, but the truly divine Apo- 
ſtles, "who here invite you to her Feaſt ; a Feaſt, not in- 
ſtituted in Honour of a frail heathen Deity, but of the true 
TJzrovan; of him, who rejects with Scorn the light Pa- 


* of — Worſhip ; who, tho' he does conde- 
- ſcend 


_ 
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Sia) to he worſhipp'd' in Temples rais'd by Men's Hands, 
and may admit into their Structure thoſe juſt Orders of 
_ heathen Architecture, which are founded in Nature and 
Reaſon ;. yet wills that their Ornaments be ſuch, as con- 
ſiſt with the Beauty of Chriftian Holineſs, and the divine 
Simplicity of the Golpel : which commands us, above all 
things, zo worſhip Him in Spirit and in Truth, John i iv. 23. 


Upon the Whole: : To this 8 Taſk of diffuſing 
| Piety and Knowledge, both the Dead and the Living,- our 
own Happineſs and that of others, our Friends and our 
Enemies, the paſt Ages by their Example and Bounty, the 
preſent by its Diſtreſs, and the future for its Preſervation, 
all demand our continual Attention. Nay, every Object 
that meets our Eyes, every Sound that es our Ears, 

every Step we tread in theſe awful Manſions, which Wiſ- 
dom hath builded and conſecrated to herſelf, all, with one 
Voice, call upon us for a diligent diſcharge of the ſeveral 
Taſks committed to our Care. — In a Word; unleſs we 
ſtop every Avenue to our Senſes as well as Reaſon, we are 
daily and hourly exhorted to it by every Motive, that can 
touch the Hearts of the Wiſe and Good, by every Thing, 
that adorns and dignifies human Nature, and bleſſes civil 
Society in this Life, or, ( when the Faſhion of this World is 
Paſſed away, 1 Cor. vii. 31.) can render us capable of en- 
Joying a bliſsful Immortality in the next. 
To which God, of his n b NPs us all, Kee, 
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1 IX. 1. 
Wi 722 hath builded her Houſe, 


N a hate Diſcourſe from theſe Words £ cenfitter din 

| Reference to the five following Verſes, in which the 
wiſeſt of Men repreſents Wiſdom as preparing her 
Feaſt, and inviting all Men to partake of it, I en- 
deavour d to lay before you the peculiar Obligations, which 
we of theſe Societics are under, to accept of this Invitation 
of Wiſdom. 

I there endeavour'd to 0 ſhew, how thoſe prove Obli- 
ri ariſe, : 


Air, From our = Wente as Ski or Per- 
ſons, who have devoted themſelves to the OO 
ment and Communication of Learning. 


Secondly : From the Juſtice and Gratitude 1 to our 
pious Founders and Benefactors from us, as Mem- 


bers of theſe Societies. — And i h 


Third and Laff Place „ how both of theſe eönfüein 

tions are again inforced by that of the peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances and Situation, in which we are here 
placed, either as the Diſpenſers or Receivers of Edu- | 
cation in the preſent * 


Under 
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Under this Head I chiefly endeavour'd to ſhew, that 
the moſt probable, if not the only adequate human Means 
left for preventing that Ruin and Miſery with which this 
degenetate Nation is threaten'd from the general Preva- 
lence of Irreligion, Prophaneneſs, and Immorality, is, a ſo- 
ber, diligent, but above all, a religious Education of the 
growing Youth ; for the Promotion of which theſe Socie- 
ties were firſt inſtituted, which our King and Country may 
ſo juſtly demand from them , and the Negle& of which, 
amid the numerous Diſtreſſes of the preſent Age, would 
greatly aggravate the Guilt of thoſe who are bound to be- 
ſtow it. --- I thence earneſtly, but briefly, as the Time ob- 
liged me, exhorted the Youth of this Place to a grateful 
* of the gracious Invitation, which Wiſdom, (in 
this her ancient and truly illuſtrious Houſe) offers to them 
by her faithful Miniſters, their Inſtructors and Governours; 
who, being generally authorized to it by the Sacredneſs of 
their Profeſſions, aſſiſted by the Poſſeſſion of peculiar Pri- 
vileges and Powers, and governing themſelves by the beſt 
of Laws, join'd to the additional Advantage of this their 
Situation, at a due Diſtance from the Torrent of Party- 
Rage, popular Prejudice, and faſhionable Error, are beſt 
enabled, by ſupporting. here the true ancient Academick 
Integrity and Simplicity of Manners, to preſerve or reſtore 
_ elſewhere the primitive Purity of Chriftian Wiſdom and 

Piety, from the growing Corruptions of a luxurious, irre- 
ligious, and prophane Age. 3 
But as this Point of a willing Concurrence on the Part 

of Youth, on which the whole Succeſs of Education finally 
depends, could not then be inforced in ſuch a Manner as 


its Importance dclerves, . it hall therefore be the Buſineſs 
" of 
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of my preſent Diſcourſe, not only to recommend till 1 more 
fully to Youth a grateful Acceptance of this Invitation 
to receive the Inſtructions, but alſo to ſhew the Duty and 
Happineſs of a ready and chearful Submiſſion to the Diſci- 
Pline, of Wiſdom; how diſagreeable ſoever ſuch a Submiſ⸗ 


ſion may ſeem at firſt. 


I I fay, how diſagreeable ſoever at firſt : -- For it muſt 
nad it cannot, be diſſembled, that the Reſtraints of Diſci- 

pline are then reall ſo, to the natural Temper and Incli- 
nations of Youth. For the Son of Sirach himſelf, one of 
the wiſeſt Judges of Human Nature as well as the moſt 
eloquent Encomiaſt of Wiſdom, has with equal Elegance 
and Ingenuouſneſs thus confeſs d it. — At the frft (ſays he, 
ſpeaking of Wiſdom ) /be will wall with him by crooked 
Ways, and bring 0 and Dread upon him, and torment 
him with her Diſcipline, until ' ſhe may truſt his Soul, and ry 
him by her Laws. But he immediately adds, Then (after 
the firſt Difficulties are over) will ſhe return the ſtraight _ 


Way unto him, and comfort him, and ſbeu him her Secrets. 
Feclel.! iv. 17, 18. -- Her Secrets; a moſt emphatical Ex- 


preſſion |.-- For ſuch indeed, or rather incredible Fables, 
the moſt delightful Fruits of Reſtraint and Diſcipline ap- 
pear at firſt to Vouth, till Attention, Reaſon, Habit, and 
Experience reveal to him their ineſtimable Value. For in- 
ſtance; that Temperance is the moſt perfect Luxury; that 
the only. true Eaſe and Pleaſure are the Purchaſe of pain- 
ful Labour and Study ; that a frugal and moderate Ex- 
pence upon perſonal Gratifications is the beſt Way of enjoy- 
ing and becoming a Fortune; that falſe Shame is the Road 
to real Diſhonour ; that a rude O ppoſition of our private 


* 3 O . to the im N Deciſion of public 
0 Autho- 


Authority, is fo far from being any Mark of a manly Mag- 
nanimity, that it is the moſt certain Proof of puerile Co- 
wardice ; in ſhort, that the Ways by which Wiſdom walk- 
eth with him, however crooked they may ſeem at firſt, are 
yet the only ſafe and ſure Road to real Happineſs : -- Thele, 
I fay, are Diſcoveries, which do not eafily appear to the de- 

ſultory Glances of giddy and unexperienc'd Youth. -- Such 
Determinations rather ſeem to him to owe their Origin to 
the wild Dreams of bookiſh Pedants, or the peeviſh and 
_ envious Spleen of decaying Age: Till perhaps a late, and 
dear-bought Expecience convinces him of the precious Be- 
_ nefits, which would have been the Fruits of his early Obe- 
dience, by the many fatal Evils he has incurr'd by his Diſ-— 

obedience, to her Laws. : . 
S8 that the Sum of the Controverſy, managed with ſuch 
Earneſtneſs on the Part of the Governour and Inſtructor, 
and often with ſuch unhappy Obſtinacy on that of the 
 Governed and Inſtructed, ſeems to amount to this: Whe- 
ther or no the Latter ſhall be wiſe now, under the Dire- 
tion of the Former, aſſiſted by Laws, which are the Re- 
ſult of the Wiſdom of the beſt and wiſeſt of our Ance- 
ſtors ; or rather ſtay till he himſelf, grown weary of youth- 
ful Folly, ſhall think fit to become wiſe at his own Ex- 
pence, without any Direction or Aſſiſtance at all. — An 
Alternative this, which it may ſeem almoſt an Affront to 
propoſe to the Deliberation of any rational Being. -- How- 
ever, {ince melancholy Experience ſhews us, that the moſt - 
fatal Miſtakes may be made by unattentive Youth with 
Regard to the Diſcipline of Wiſdom, let us endeavour, as 
much as can be done by this Way of Diſcourſe, to pre- 
vent them, by ſhewing, that ſuch Diſcipline is not only 
| | a ne- 
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neceſſary and uſcful to Vouth, but is, all Circumſtances 


of that State duly conſider d, the kindeſt and moſt mer- 
_ ciful Treatment of it. -- In Order to this, 


Hun, let us conſider diſtinctly the Nature, Temper, and 

Character of Youth, at that Point of Time, when a 
Submiſſion to the Diſcipline of Wiſdom 7 1s here re- 
quir'd of it. And then, | 


Secondly, let us obſerve the N: ature and Ni i that 
"Diſcipline, and how it is ſuited to the Wants and 
Neceſſities of the Youthful State, | 


After the due Conſideration of Which two Particuulare , 


it will, I hope, appear, that the Inſtruction recommended 


in my former, and the Diſcipline of Wiſdom contended 


bor in my preſent Diſcourſe, are the propereſt Proviſion, 


both againſt the preſent Dangers of youthful Paſſion and 
Inexperience, and alſo for its ſafe Entrance into and be- 
coming Behaviour in this World, and for its Security a 
thoſe Hazards to which its moſt important Intereſts in the 
next would otherwiſe be expoſed. 
Firſt then, Let us conſider, as diſtinctly as ſuch an un- 
ſettled and volatile Object will allow us, the Nature and, 

if any Thing ſo indeterminate * be call'd fo, the Tem- 
per and Character of Vouth. 

The Whole of human Life has often been aptly com- 
par'd to a Journey thro' an unknown Country. Now un- 
known as it is, and dangerous as it muſt be allow'd by all, 
who conſider themſelves as accountable for every Devia- 
tion from the right Path; yet the youthful Traveller enters 

upon it without Fear, full of vain Curioſity and ſanguine 
W * confident, and elate with Hope, le | 
- 0 | caule 
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cauſe unacquainted as yet with Diſappointments) he pro- 
ceeds thro' numerous Uncertainties, fully ſecure of his fu- 

ture Succeſs, His Reaſon being yet weak and uncultivated 

by any Pages” Application of it, from which the Vola- 

tility of his Paſſions renders him averſe, as Study and La- 
bour become more neceſſary for him, he daily grows more 
and more impatient of the hated Neceſſity of them; ever 
wiſhing to enjoy, as the glorious Privilege of Manhood, 
an unbounded Liberty. 

The golden Mean, in which Wiſdom and Experience 
have placed both Virtue and Happineſs, appears to him 
to be the laſt ſad Refuge of Inſenſibility and Stupidity. As 
his Organs of Senſe are quick, lively, and vigorous, and as 
ſenſual Objects croud upon them to ſollicit his Enjoyment, | 
while modeſt rational Pleaſures are leſs importuning and 
oſtentatious, the latter are overlook'd and deſpis d, and the 
former alone engroſs his Attention. --- Hence the Intelle- 
ual World appears to him like an uncomfortable barren 
Deſart, while the Senſual blooms to his Imagination like 

a gay Garden, tempting with various and delicious Fruits; 
nor is he then at Leiſure to ſuſpect, (what is really the 
Caſe) that the moſt poiſonous among them are often the 
moſt alluring. Through all theſe therefore, as Curiofity 
bids him, ſo youthful Confidence emboldens him, to range 

fecure, tho' undirected in his Choice. - If unreſtrain'd, as 
his Deſires are always violent and extreme, and thence in- 
conſtant, he proceeds from Exceſs to Exceſs, from Surfeit 
to Surfeit, ever credulous in hoping on, that the next new 
Trial will diſcover to him that full Satisfaction, for the 
Want of which he is grown weary, tho' without havin 8 
Time to repent, of the Former. W 
As 


nl 
As he has yet had no Experience of the Difficulty of 
acquiring, and the Eaſineſs of loſing the Goods of For- 
tune, Intereſt and Utility poſſeſs no Share of his Atten- . 
tion, but as they are occaſionally neceſſary to his pre- 
ſent Pleaſures. -- Hence indeed it muſt be own'd, that if 
his Love of ſenſual Pleaſure can be motierated, there 
is more Room in the youthful Mind for the magnani- | 
mous Purſuit of Virtue and Honour : For. the Mind is 
then unſtain d by the ſordid Habits of the World, and 
reatly capable of the generous Impulſe of Honour, and 
the uſeful Check of Shame, and ſtrongly prompted by the 
Love of Praiſe and a noble Emulation to excel others, in 
whatever is deem'd honourable and glorious. -- Yet here, 
even in this generous Paſſion, lies) no ſmall Danger, ari- 
ſing from his Inability to diſtinguiſh the true Objects of 
Ee In the Choice of which, as he is apt to be de- 
termin d, rather by the ſudden Suggeſtions of a lively Ima- 
gination, than the cooler and ſlower Diſcriminations of 
Reaſon, or to be drawn by the Stream of Faſhion and 
popular Opinion, rather than be ſteer d by the Judgment 
of the wiſer Few, he is often moſt fatally: miſtaken in 
their real Value. Hence, by ſome bold preſu mptuous 
Leader, (who from Vain- glory or Intereſt intrudes into the 
Office) aſſiſted by the magick Power of Ridicule, which | 
gratifies the natural Propenfity of a youthful Imagination 
to indiſcriminate Mirth, this his noble Paſſion for Honour 
and Praiſe is often perverted to the baſeſt Purpoſes ; 7 till at 
laſt we find him become aſham'd of every Thing that is 
praiſe-worthy, and glorying in every Thing that deſerves 
Reproach. The Friends to his Virtues are then in Dan- 


ger of becoming, if they inform him of his Miſtake, his 
moſt | 
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moſt hated Enemies, and the Favourers and Flatterers of 
his Vices, by which he moſt affects to aſſert his manly 
F reedom, his beſt beloved Friends; then the moſt grave, 
decent, and uſeful Authority grows an empty Formality 
or ridiculous Pageantry ; the gracious Diſcipline of Wiſ⸗ 
dom, a cruel Perſecution ; and the juſt and due Subordi- 
nations of well-regulated Societies are then ſagaciouſly diſ- 
cover'd to be the tyrannous Devices of Knaves and Hypo- 
crites, invented ſelfiſhly for their own Intereſt and Conve- 
nience, or enviouſly impoſed upon Men of Wit, Honour, 
and Spirit, to deprive them of thoſe politer Picks,” to 
which, they ſuppoſe, they are by Nature entitled, and by 


whit: they claim a Right to be diſtinguiſh d from the 
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Nou, if this be ihe real Temper and Character of South: 
if it be thus ignorant and unexperienc'd, yet ſelf-confident 
and ſecure; thus fond of ſenſual and averſe from rational 


Pleaſure ; then moſt 3 impatient for Liberty, when moſt un- 


fit to be truſted with it; and, tho' capable of being led 
by the moſt generous Paſſions to the nobleſt Purſuits, yet 
greatly liable to be miſtaken or miſled in the Choice of 
their proper Objects: if it be thus weakly. fortify'd within, 
and ſtrongly beſieg d by innumerable Enemies from with- 


out; (all which Dangers are doubled by its own Inſenſi- 


bility of them) who, I ſay, in this State, that is once wa- 
ken'd but to a Moment's Attention to ſo dangerous a Si- 
tuation, would not (inſtead of wantonly dancing on the 
Brink of the Precipice) rather cry out with the Son of Si- 


rach, and fay, O Lord, Father and Governour of my whole 


Life, heave the" not t6 their C ounſels, and let me not fall by 
e, Mo will fet meant ance over my — , and the 


Diſci- 
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Di jſeipline of Wiſdom over mine Heart ? that they ſpare 

me not for mine Ignorances, and it paſs not by my Sins; 

ali mine Ignorances increaſe, and my Sins abound Zo uy De- 

firuftion. Ecclel, xxiii. 1, 2, 3, 
If this be his Requeſt, Thanks to the gracious "SHEN 

dence of God, 1t 1s here granted ; as I am now come, 


S : to 1 by conſidering the Nature 100 Ten- 
dency of Academical Diſcipline, and how it is ſuited to 
provide for the Wan ts and N eceſſities of the . 


State. 


In Order to mhick, we will firſt endeavour to remove 
an Objection brought againſt it with great Confidence, tho', 
| truſt, with great Injuſtice by thoſe, who affect to prefer 
to it, what they call the School of the World. The Ob- 
jection I mean is this: That the Laws of Academick Diſ- 
cipline having been compoſed by Perſons who. drew: their 
Notions of human Life and Manners from Books and not 
from Men, from the Copy and not from the Original, they 
are conſequently rather the Reſult of a Suppolition of what 
human Nature may be, than of a ſenſible Experience of 
what it really is: And that hence, inſtead of being (what 
all Laws ought to be) an uſeful practicable Rule of Life and 
Action, they are either vain Attempts to eſtabliſh Sorne- 
thing in its Nature impracticable, or mere lifeleſs and uſe- 
leſs Formalities, of no Efficacy for attaining the great and 
eſſential Ends of the Inſtitution of Vouth. This Obje- 


Gon, if true, would indeed be found, in its Conſequences, 


a very weighty one. But this, like many other ſpecious 
ones, has the Misfortune of being ſo abſolutely falſe in Fact, 
that the direct — of it is true: As will eaſily appear 


— 
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upon a very ſhort Recollection of the Origin of our Aca- 
demick Diſcipline, and a ſummary Compariſon of its ge- 
neral Tendency with the Wants of the youthful State. 

| Now the whole of this Diſcipline conſiſts, either of the 
particular local Statutes of each diſtinct Society, originally 

- preſcribed by its Founder and Benefactors, and ſince im- 
roy'd by its Governours ; or of thoſe general Laws, to 
which the ſeveral Societies are univerſally ſubjected, as 
forming one greater Society. — To whom then, or what 
EKind of Perſons do the former generally owe their Origin? 
Is it not to Perſons juſtly famous in their Generations? 
To ſuch, as either extended the Commerce, plann'd the 
Laws, diſtributed the Juſtice, adorn'd the Mitre, ſupported 

the Sceptre; or fill'd the Throne, of theſe Kingdoms? To 
Men, who were, in their Lives, the rever'd Guardians of 

the Wealth, the. Laws, the Liberty, the Religion of their 
Country; and, at their Deaths, left to us their Poſterity 
theſe laſting Monuments, not only of their extenſive and 
godlike Charity in their liberal Endowments of Learning, 
but alſo of their conſummate Wiſdom, Experience, and 
Foreſight, in their Regulation of them by the beſt and 
wiſeſt Laws of Order and Diſcipline? As for the latter, 
the general Laws; have not they been the gradual mature 
Rekxeſult, thro' ſucceſlive Ages, of the accumulated Wiſdom 
il and Experience of the beſt and wiſeſt of our Predeceſſors 
| at leaſt of the Academick World; ſuited, to the various 
real Exigencies of Youth, in Order to ſecure to it the great 
Ends of that liberal Education, which our munificent Foun- 
1 ders and Benefactors intended to bequeath to all Ages? -- 
Ĩhuhat this is the Caſe, will readily appear upon a ſhort 
bl View of their general Tendency. : 9513 
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If Youth, tho' ignorant and unexperienc'd, be yet vain 


ad eee what can be found ſo likely to ſave it from 


Error and Danger , as being ſubjected for a proper Space 
of Time to the legal authorized Direction of Perſons of 
maturer Age, Knowledge, and Experience, prompted by 
all the proper Motives of Intereſt, Duty, and Honour, to 
guide it in a Journey, with the Difficulties and Dangers 
of which they themſelves are already acquainted, and 
which they have happily ſurmounted ? --- If fond of ſen- 


ſual, and averſe from rational, Pleaſure; what can ſo effe- 
Qually. wean it from the one, and habituate i it to the other, 


as theſe conſtant eftabliſh'd Rules of a ſolemn and ſpiri- : 
tv Devotion, and orderly Study; theſe ſalutary Laws of 


Temperance, Sobriety, and Moderation, ſo admirably ſuit- 
ed to the Purpoſes of a rational and contemplative Life; 
thence removing to a Diſtance from it all the dangerous 
Baits and Allurements of Senſuality, guarding it by the ſe- 
cureſt Fences of early Habit and Cuſtom, againſt the other- 

wiſe irrefiſtible Contagion of faſhionable Luxury, and pre- 


ſerving ( here at leaſt) that ancient and beautiful Sim pli- 
city of Dreſs, Diet, and Manners, for which the wiſeft Ages 


of the wileſt States are ſo juſtly celebrated and renown'd ? 


Again; if Youth be then moſt i impatient of Liberty when 


moſt unfit for it, and irregular and deſultory even in ra- 
tional Purſuits ; what fo powerful to reſtrain its Licentiouſ- 
neſs, or fix its Volatility, as firſt a juſt and gradual Sub- 


ordination of it to its Superiours in Age, Knowledge, and 


Experience; and then leading the Mind by an eafy and 
regular Progreſſion, from Art to Art, from Science to Sci- 


(by 
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by which its 6elf-Will is firſt reſtrain d) from one Degree 
of Liberty to another, as it grows more capable of enjoy. 
%) hes 5 net bom 10 1, 

- Farther, if Youth, though capable of being led by the 
generous Paſſion of Emulation and the Love of Praiſe to 
the nobleſt Purſuits, be yet liable to be drawn by its. own 
Miſtake or the Treachery of others, to the moſt ſhameful 
Debaſement of them; where can be ſhewn ſo many proper 
Methods of continually recommending, by a juſt Diſtribu- 
tion of Rewards and Honours, the true and worthy, or 
of branding, by the Inſtitution of publick Puniſhments and 
Diſgrace, the falſe and unworthy Objects of its Emulation 
and Imitation? - Where is to be ſeen, not only eſtabliſſi d 
on the firm Foundation of a well. inform d Conſcience, but 
alſo on the Sanctions of Law, Authority, Cuſtom, and 
Example, and I will add (ſince that is the Idol of Vouth) 
even of Faſhion itſelf, a greater Probability of acquiring 
an early and habitual Veneration for the Will of our God 
and Saviour, f remembring our Creator iu the Days of our 
Youth, Eecleſ. xii. 1. and thence, not only of forbearing 
to tam the Innocence and Purity of our own Souls by 
perſonal Acts of Irreligion and Impiety, but of kindling 
with a juſt, a Chriſtian, Indignation, at any who ſhall 
wildly! dare to prophane his ſacred Ordinances, and then 
rhaps with a cool, a frontleſs, Impiety demand, Am 7 

ca ah ſhort, can Youth ſo ſafely, as under this Diſ- 
eipline of Wiſdom, gain an early Penetration into, and a 
manly Contempt of, the poor unavailing Diſguiſes of falſe 
Wit, falſe Politeneſs, falſe Spirit, and falſe Honour? een 
| OONET 
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in her left Hand Niches and Honour, ver. 16. and laſtly, 


L 


ſooner learn to ſcorn the Cowardice, either of ſubmitting to 


do, in Deference to vulgar Opinion and Faſhion, any Thing 
that is wrong; or of not daring to do, from a Regard 
to Reaſon and Conſcience, every Thing that is right ? -— 
Where, laſtly, can the youthful Mind be ſo early and cer- 


tainly convinc'd, not only of the Neceſſity, but of the Fa- 


vour and Mercy of the Diſcipline of Wiſdom; and, from 


that firſt and beſt of Leſſons, learn himſelf to acknow- 
ledge, with all due Gratitude to her, That her Fetters are 
a firong Defence for him, and her Chains a Robe of Glory, 
Eceluſ. vi. 29. that he ſball put her on as a Robe of Ho- 


nour, and ſhall put her about bim as-a Grown of Foy, Ec- 
clul. vi. 31. that her Ways, her moſt craoked Ways, are 
ſoon made ſtraight and, ho unpleaſing ſoever at firſt, 
are the Mays of Pleaſamtneſe, and all her Paths are Peace, 
Prov. iii. 17. that Length of Days (the Rewards of youth- 
ful Sobriety and Temperance) are in her right Hand, and 


that h much Experience (or real Knowledge of the World) 
be the Crown of old Men, yet the Fear of God is their Glory, 


Eccluſ. xxv. 6. 


* As a farther Confirmation of the real Efficacy of theſe Laws of Diſcipline, 
it may not be amiſs to inſert here the Teſtimony of the Noble Hiſtorian of the 
grand Rebellion. After relating the arbitrary Proceedings of the Committee ap- 
pointed to viſit the Univerſity of jos 24 in the Year 1647: and their Expulſion of 
almoſt all its legal Members for refuſing to take the Covenant, and then filling 


their Places with Perſons, whoſe ſole Qualification for them was a notorious Spi- 


rit of Faction and Fanaticiſm, he proceeds thus: It might reaſonably be con- 


© cluded, that this wild and barbarous Depopulation would even extirpate all 


that Learning, Religion, and Loyalty, which had ſo eminently flouriſhed there; 
and that the ſucceeding ill Husbandry, and unskilful Cultivation, would have 
e made it fruitful only in. Ignorance, Prophanation, Atheiſm, and Rebellion; but 
** by God's wonderful. Bleſſing, the Goodneſs and Richneſs of that Soil could not 


© be made barren by all that Stupidity and Negligence ; it choaked the Weeds, 


** and would not ſuffer the poiſonous Seeds, which were ſown with Induſt enough, 
to ſpring up; but after ſeveral tyrannical Governments mutually fuccee vn 
„1 1 10-4 1 „„ W 
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1 hope it now appears from the two former Conſidera- 
tions, that an early and habitual Submiſſion of Youth to 
the Laws of Diſcipline here, is the beſt Preparative for 
a true Enjoyment of the Liberty of the manly State here- 
after; and beſt fits it to acquire with Safety, that ſo much 
boaſted Science, the Knowledge of the World. -- A Science 
truly valuable indeed, when rightly underſtood, and what 
we muſt own to be the higheſt Finiſhing and Perfection 
of a liberal Education, But as it is frequently miſunder- 
ſtood by thoſe, who pride themſelves in the imaginary 
Poſſeſſion of it, and thence oppoſe it to the Uſe of theſe 
Inſtitutions ; the Knowledge of the World is a moſt vague 
and unmeaning Expreſſion, and is ſo far from being a clear 
and adequate Rule for the Conduct of a rational or Chri- 
ſtian Life, that it is a difficult Taſk to explain, even in 

Words, its many various and contradictory Acceptations. -— 
For ſometimes it is the Art of luxurious Expence ; ſome- 
times of fraudulent Gain: at others it is a Skill in, and an 
Adherence to, what are call'd the Laws of Honour, tho 
they be generally ſuch as contradict and annull all other 
each other, and with the ſame Malice and Perverſeneſs endeavouring to extin- 
_ © guiſh all good Literature and Allegiance; it yielded a Harveſt of extraordi- 

* nary good and ſound Knowledge in all Parts of Learning; and many who were 

« wickedly introduc'd,; applied themſelves to the Stud of good Learning, and - 
** the Practice of Virtue ; and had Inclination to that Duty and Obedience they 
* had neyer been taught: So that when it pleaſed God to being King Charles the 
„Second back to his Throne, he found that Univerſity (not to undervalue the 
Other, which had nobly likewiſe rejected the ill Infuſions, which had been in- 
« duſtrioutly pour'd into it) abounding in excellent Learning, and devoted to Duty 
* and Obedience, little inferior to what it was before its Deſolation, which was 
. *© a lively Inſtance of God's Mercy, and Purpoſe for ever ſo to provide for his 


Church, that the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt it; which were never 
* open'd wider or with more Malice, than in that Time, Lord Car. Hiſt, of the 


Rebell. Vol. 3. B. 10. p. 73 and 74. Oxford, 1731. | | 
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Laws, divine or human. -- With this Man tis firſt a ſaga- 
cious Diſcovery, that Life is a Triflle ; and then contriving 
to paſs it in ſuch a Round of trifling and inſipid Amuſe- 
ments, as to convince every impartial Spectator of his A- 
ions, that his own at leaſt is really ſuch. -- With another, 
it is an intimate Acquaintance and Familiarity with, and 
thence a Complacency in, all the Vices of the faſhionable 
World, and a proportionable Diſregard for every unfaſhion- 
able Virtue, and an equal Ignorance or Forgetfulneſs of 
the Creator and -Governour of the Univerſe. -- Another, 
with ſmall Guilt but abundant Folly, is ſollicitous to prove 
his Claim to it, by a conſtant Oſtentation of his familiar 
Acquaintance with the Names, Titles, Fortunes, and Per- 
ſons of the Great and Noble; and thence provokes one of 
leſs Vanity but greater Pride, to ſhew His ſuperiour Know- 
ledge and Judgment of Men and Things, by a ſurly, y- 
nical, and undiſtinguiſhing Contempt of them; and that 
for the very Reaſon of thoſe outward Circumſtances, which 


drew the Attention and Admiration of the former. — This 


having obſerved the Inconveniency of a total Inattention 
to the cuſtomary Modes of polite Addreſs, is thence induc'd 
to lay out his whole Study and Application in acquiring, 
by a ſervile, implicit, - and even pedantick Imitation of its 
faſhionable Profeſſors, the moſt fantaſtick ſuperficial Modes 
of Dreſs, Entertainment, and unmeaning Civility of Ex- 
preſſion ; to the utter Neglect or perhaps Contempt of all 
ſerious Buſineſs or uſeful Knowledge: Unhappily forget- 
ting, that if ſuch ſeeming Trifles deſerve ſome Part of his 
Care, other Things of an apparently higher Nature, muſt fil} 
demand more; and that if thoſe ought to be done, theſe 
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certainly ought not to be left undone. -- This Man places 
it in the Refinements of Flattery, that of Ridicule ; ; this 
in deceiving, that in defaming, his Brethren. --- Among 
theſe, an uncharitable Opinion of all, even of the Beſt of 
Men, paſſes for it; tho' grounded perhaps on no better 
Foundation, than "0 gloomy ſecond-hand Syſtem of mi- 
nute Philoſophy, the Offspring of Suſpicion, Pride, Spleen, 


well deſerv'd Diſappointment; or on the erroneous Stan- 


dard of its Author's own corrupted Heart. 
Such then in general i is this motly Science of the World, 


and ſuch its vain Profeſſors: How unfit and uninclin' F 
they muſt be, to guide the youthful Traveller thro' it, with 
Safety or Honour, needs not, I hope, now be longer i in- 
ſiſted on. 

I ſhall therefore only add, that he alone can be ſaid to 
know the World truly, who has learnt to know and revere 
its Maker and Governour, and to cooperate with his infi- 
nite Love and Goodneſs towards Man ; he alone knows it, 
who has ſeen thro' it; thro! all its empty as well as wicked 
Pomps and Vanities ; thro all its flattering Promiſes and 
imperfect Performances; He alone, who in all his Deal- 
ings with it is conſtantly determin d, upon the moſt ex- 
tenſive Survey of it, both from his own Conviction and 
Experience, and the infallible Aſſurance of the ſacred Ora- 
cles of Wiſdom, never, for its higheſt Temptation, no, tho' 
he ſhould gain the wbole World, to run the Riſque of loſing 
his own Soul. Mat. xvi. 26. Such a one will be able to look 
upon the higheſt Skill of its miſtaken Admirers and con- 
fident Profeſſors, as only ſo many wretched Arts ( as they 


themſelves ſometimes inadvertently confeſs) of murthering 
| | Time, 
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Time, 4 thence (which they fo often fatally forge J 


of loſing Eternity. 
Now that you on the contrary may, in theſe our - evil 


Days, ſecure the Latter by redeeming the Former, in a di- 
ligent and early Application of it to the Search and Attain- 
ment of true Wiſdom, Virtue, and Piety ; let me firſt 


conjure and exhort you all in the Words of an uninſpir d 
heathen Orator, and then cloſe this important Subject with 


the ſtill more ſublime Exhortation of the inſpir d A an 


to the Gentiles. 
Hee imitamini, per deos immortales, qui dignitatem, qui 
laudem, qui gloriam quæritis: hec ampla ſunt, hec divina, 


bac immortalia; hac famd celebrantur, monumentis anna- 


lium mandantur, Pofreritati propagantur. Cicer. Orat. pro 
Sextio. 

Finally, B eddie , Yhatſoever Things are true, what- 
ſever Things are honeſ}, or venerable, whatſoever Things 
are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, whatſoever Things 
are lovely, whatſoever Things are of good Report ; if there 
be any Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, 2 on theſe 
Things. Phil. iv. 8. Think on them with due Eſteem; think 
on them now, in this Period, ſo deciſive of your future 


| Happineſs. 


For theſe T hings a alone can, in this World, render you 
truly free and happy in yourſelves, a preſent Gn and 
future Honour to this Houſe of Wiſdom, dear to your ſe- 


veral Parents, dear to your common Parent, your Country, 


the Glory af her holy and undefiled Religion; and tranſ- 


mit you down in her Annals illuſtrious Examples to Poſte- 
| Tity. 
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they, for the 
7 your Virtue and Patience in this Chr 
3 thoſe of the bleſſed Saints Martyrs that have gone 


"i fore you not receive their juſt Reward of Praiſe here; yet, 
7 at the final unerring Sentence to be pronounced on human 
5 Actions, they will not fail, in a far better Country, to ap- 
prove you to your God and Saviour, and there purchaſe 


ou a far more exceeding and eternal WW, eight of Glory. wm C 
which God, of his infinite Mercy, us all, 7 
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